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For over two and a half millennia,
empires have crashed against the
Iranian plateau. Alexander. The Arabs.
The Mongols. Yet, the Persian identity
never perished. It simply absorbed its
conquerors.

The Final Ba ttle

¥ Many biblical scholars identify an
end-times alliance led by “"Gog”
(often linked to Russia) and
“Persia” (Iran) in a prophesied
attack on Israel (Ezekiel 38-39).

¥ This cosmic conflict is viewed by
some as the culmination of
geopolitical tensions, fulfilling
ancient scriptural predictions.

- 3 Whether interpreted literally or
b 1 symbolically, these prnphecies g
2 I unite Iran and Russia in a pwntai }_.,.;_ \
i g,giii_:_rule on the world stage. 2 |




Character Stat Box: Cyrus the Great

Era: 550 BCE (Achaemenid Empire)

Superpower: Radical Tolerance.
Allowed conquered peoples to keep
their religions and customs.

Artifact: The Cyrus Cylinder - Widely
considered one of history’s first
human rights documents.
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/// Governing 40% of the world’s papufatmn at
its peak, the first Persian Empire stretched
from Greece to India. It wasn't just built on
military might, but on an unprecedented

: philosophy of cultural integration.
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247 BCE - 224 CE: The Parthian Shield, A B2 W 224 - 651 CE: The Sassanid Renaissance.
shatters the empire, but Greek influence is transitional dynasty that successfully holds the P24 B Persia roars back as a superpower equal to Rome, [
eventually swallowed by Persian resilience. mighty Roman Empire at bay for centuries. sparking major advances in art, medicine, and philosophy. §
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330 BCE: The Hellenistic Fire. Alexander
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We lost the throne, but

{ we became the administrative "

and cultural backbone
of the Callphate.

In the 7th Century, the Sassanid
Empire collapsed under the Arab
Islamic conquest. But Persia did
not disappear into Arab culture.

The Cultural

Counter-Conquest

* Persian language and
culture survived and
flourished.

* Produced giants like
mathematician
al-Khwarizmi (father of
the algorithm) and poet
Ferdowsi (author of the
Shahnameh).
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The Mongols annihilate millions. Yet, within generations,
the conquerors convert and patronize Persian art.
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;The Safavid Synthesis
4

Legacy: Established Twelver
Shia Islam as the official state
religion.

Impact: A deliberate political
move to distinguish Iran from
the Sunni Ottoman Empire,
permanently shaping Iran's
modern religious identity.
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- | By the 19th century, the Qajar Dynasty was buckling. |/
Iran was not formally cclonized, but it became a /
playground for foreign economic interests.

& NotebookLM



1905: The Constitutional Revolution. Iranians force the Shah | N v/ : " 1908: The Black Gold Rush. Qil

to accept a parliament and constitution—one of the first in Asia. IRNSTIRN, | | is discovered. The Anglo-Persian
- A Oil Company (later BP) extracts

enormous wealth. Iran sees pennies.

]
o

Foreign powers actively suppress Iran's democratic movements to protect their lucrative oil monopolies.
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He dragged Iran into the
20th century, but his
autocratic brutality sowed
the seeds of his dynasty’s
eventual destruction.
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[ain: Seized power in a 1921 coup; founded the |
Oﬂgl’ﬂ Pahlavi dynasty in 1925.

Mission: Rapid, forced Westernization and industri-
alization (e.g., the Trans-Iranian Railway).

Controversy: The Kashf-e hijab (1936). He violently
banned the veil and traditional clothing,

deeply alienating the powerful Shia clergy
(Ulama) and rural population.
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1941: World War II arrives. Because
Reza Shah flirted with Nazi Germany,
British and Soviet forces jointly
invade neutral Iran to secure the oil
and supply lines.

Reza Shah is forced to abdicate and exiled. His 21-year-old son, Mohammad
Reza FPahlavi, is installed on the throne. The ultimate pawn in a global game.
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| 1951: The democratically elected
Prime Minister Mosaddegh
nationalizes Iran's oil industry.

| Britain is furious.

1953: Operation Ajax. The CIA
and MI6 orchestrate a coup to
protect Western oil intereete
and Cold War strategy.

The Shah returns to absolute
power. For Iranians, this
foreign intervention is a
wound that will never heal.
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THE HUBRIS |l - M Bt S THE HORROR
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& * The White Revolution: Aggressive ORI A i * SAVAK: The Shah's feared secret

g1  |land reform and modernization. ity N\ \ N police tortured and suppressed all

SR\ Y Y SN\ political opposition.

=1 « 1971 Persepolis Party: Spent $100M '), ARG / R W - Westoxification: A growing
celebrating 2,500 years of the Persian | L7V VW< N, N sentiment that Iran had been
Empire while villages lacked water. k=2 W/ ¢ *| poisoned by forced Western values.
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1979: An unlikely coalition of leftists,
students, and merchants forces the Shah
to flee. But one faction seizes the vacuum.
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THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC

* Architect: Ayatollah Khomeini returns
from exile.

* The System: Veldyat-e Fagih (Guardianship
of the Islamic Jurist).

¢ The Reality: The secular laws are erased. A
unique theocracy is born, where a Supreme
Leader holds ultimate authority over the
elected government.
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1979: The Hostage Crisis. Radical students seize 52 1980 1988: The Iran-lraq War. Saddam Hu‘ssem
Americans for 444 days. The US is branded the “Great [y sl invades. The grinding, ear bloodbath forgesa @
Satan,” permanently aevermg dIP|C}H‘1E!tIC tIE‘S - general:lnn arﬂund S are saan' ce and martyrdom.

OUT OF THIS CRUCIBLE, IRAN CREATES THE QUDS FORCE, ESTABLISHING AN “AXIS OF
REQISTANCE " TO PROJECT MILITARY AND IDEOLOGICAL DOMINANCE ACROSS THE MIDDLE EAST
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THE UNWRITTEN PAGES
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The story of Persia has sufvive Alexan

The Epic Continues

¢ Decades of sanctions, economic
struggle, and intemal crackdowns.

* Recurring waves of massive protests
(e.g., the Woman, Life, Freedcm
movement).

» The tension between a proud, resiiient
populace and its government remains
the most critical storyline.
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Today, an aging theocracy rules over

and
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an extraordinarily educated; literate,

mpires.

The next issue is currently being written by the Iranian people.
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